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WATSON MILL BRIDGE STATE PARK

Pic Watson ge StateF

longest remaining coverad bﬂdg¢ in Georgia, spanning
220 feet across the South Fork River. Built In 1885, the
bridge is supported by a town lattice truss system held
firmly together with wooden pins. At one time, Georgia
had more than 200 covered bridges; today, less than 20 re-
main. Covering more than 1,000 acres, &epafi is ideal for

a picnic or camping. Nature trails, bike trail
trails allow visitors to enjoy the thick forest along the river.
During summesr, visitors often play in the cool river shoals.

The old Watson grist mill, from which the bridge got its
name, operated during the late 1800s The mill was run
by Gabriel Watson and housed a furniture shop on the
bottom floor. Evidence of the old mill is long since gone,
bbut there is evidence of the old hydro-electric plant fed
by the river. The present dam and raceway wall below
the bridge were constructed around 1905 as part of this
hydro-electric plant.

ACTIVITEES & FACLLITIES

Camping - The park offers 21 combination tent, trailer and
RV sites and 3 pioneer camping areas. A comfort station
jprovides hot showers, flush toilets and laundry

facilities. 11 campsites in the Equestrian Area.

Picnicking - There are 70 picnicsites and 3 p(cﬂ(c shdters
Shelters are ible for afee, and il

first-come, first-served basis at othertimes. An em:Based
group shelter is available for rent and provides Indoor
seating for 90, a sink, oven, stove, BBQ pit and central heat
end air conditioning.

i Biking - The park offers 7 miles of hiking
trails and 5 miles of biking trails. Bikes are not allowed on
hiking trails on the south side of the river or around the
campground.

Horse Trails - More than 15 miles of trails are available for
herseback riding. The equestrian area is 1.25 miles north of
the cavemd bridge and Includes a campground and rustic
log cal et A central bath: Is available for
these campers end cabin guests.

Fishing - Park waters are open for legal fishing throughout
the year. Persons age 16 or older must have a valid

resident/non-esident fishing license.

Boating - Mill Pond Is open to both private canoes and
1 o

Log Cabin + A rustic log cabin "bunkhouse” s al
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(Park Information
TRAIL DESCRIPTIONS Park Hours, 700 am. — 10:00 p.m.
Mature Trail Herse Trails Office Hours 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
The 2 miles of nature trsils un along the south side of the South Fork River E‘?“EW‘“"‘“}‘““"‘5"‘“"“‘*‘°"‘”‘“’ b bl Add 650 Watson Mill Road, Comer, GA 30629
and Big Clouds Creek. Portions of the through Mgﬂﬂnﬂﬂiyvzrdemm i Tots il e
portions of the park along the old po sluiceway, also k 5 w:m": s wﬂm hix old home LoCation. .... .o cuveensssnnes enty 5 northe: Athens
Thi is about 300 and i m 5. An agricul !lynﬂceor:c:pied - Madi
i u‘se old 1 idge to a second dam just this area and, as the years have gone by, nature is taking Counties and Oglethorpe
ion of the old The what had been altered by man. The state park was established Park Teleph T06-783-5340
electricity for a textile mill 10 miles away in Crawford, 64, fornearly hatfa 1 1970. However, until the state park acquired additional land
mnnﬂmmgmsusm wxg(anheheaddmlsua?gwds in the mid 1990s, private companies were managing portions GaStateParks.org or 1-800-864-7275
e it this site, the original &ﬁupmpgﬂeib{ﬂmberpmd«cﬂwx“temsmpm GaStateP 150(‘3
Watson's Mil, gane by the axiafﬁze 18005, once sat. The rest of the trails ~~ Management plan is to help provide vation <
and conservation. However, due to the wﬂnmmsuhhz land -

through the woods along the
hmhnfm! river and creek and pass by the camping areas.
Biking & Hiking Trail

This six foot wide 2.5-mile loop trail runs along the north side of the South
Fork Riverand is one of the most paplﬁaluaﬁsfnrhﬂ(hlgmmlﬁhg,

bebmtmsaqﬂmdbyﬁwsmmpa&,ﬂmmwmns B
‘natural” f i "\fomlerly"imhel y =

d areas. he creeks, large ds with high [ ‘
canopies will be seen. hmufﬁlehrmeliy timber” managed H @

areas are now predominately pine forests and a few "old”

and jogging. The trail
and provides one dm:ha;tﬂ!usd'm!hmshnakufm!dva About
half way aound the loop i at the edg

natural beaver pond, Over the years, natural succession has taken place
and the former pond area has now become a meadow. It most likely will
eventually become pan'ufﬂmbﬂzz W itever be a pond again? Only

time, Mather

For thy biker, this trail overly designed

for beginners and intermediates. There ane af!w fairly steep grades. The
is under you hike or bike, y

alot of yin the vari of i

Beaver Creek Trail

Wmmﬂm&!}mhmwﬂmupwtmd(mdmih@
through its return. The creek was once
mmeﬁmﬁbﬁwwmsmemumﬂumanammm
|period of heavy away the beaver dams.
They now are most often seen in the river. As time goss on, the beavers
But even so, this areaisan| and habiitat. Birding
wm:uﬁuabeuﬁmaﬂnﬂsbquﬂﬁmﬁenkmmm
side of the river. This trail is for hiking, biking, and jogging. At the head of
where the beaver ponds once began, there is a short rocky section and

th

Py

Ridge Loop Trail

This six foot wide 75 mil i sight of the

mgmﬁeavaﬁeekdmmihmmemhﬁ:d(ﬂwerIfynnimkﬁmﬁdlm
to the right of the trail as it begins to dimb up the ridge, old wheel ruts
from "buggy days” can be seen when a horse and wagon was the mode
of Ferns can now bs ing in the old While
hewﬂymcdedmtxgmspm{dmgashaduimnpyﬂlempﬁlme
rut]ewasmphmlncmlnme!atz 1800s. Much of the park was

located in the equestrian area.

once in agri tton or fenced for livestock.
While this hoplsjus:mdsami!,lﬂsabepmﬂlﬂummispmm
bikers,

abandoned field areas. While the park is full of wildlife, the deer Facebook.com/GeorgiaStateParks |
l truly wild and at the first sign of bk
atrail aﬂ!uuﬂli&aﬂym,i:ynu :re:ldi:g‘:::::‘bad."g jrstepRen poniie iR l“

views. (The deer seem to see the trail rider as just anothercritter |1 #WatsonMillBridge StatePark
rather than a human). Because of the soil types in this area of —
the country, there are no "through the stream” trail crossings as

streams are all crossed by way of culvert bridges. While there are ,w— i | n. 1
N

some grades, most trail riders consider Watson Mill Bridge trails’ = - : '
tarrin s not as steep s mountain trailsfurther north nor ssflat. | | ParkPass — A parking fee is required |
as the trails further south. This is one of the reasons equestrian . i i
trails are so popular at this site. There is something for everyone. and is valid for all ]_Ja.tks visited that dﬂy.
At the head of the horse trail system, there is a camping area for

mmmw,‘gmwwmn Tostadn Proceeds go toward park maintenance.

| Frequent visitors can save money by
purchasing an Annual ParkPass or

membership in Friends of Georgia State

Parks.

the deer will generally stand in place for riders to get dose-up r Tag us #GaStateParks
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In Case of Emergency
Park staff residences are indicated on the map.
Emergency 911
Park After-Hours Emergency (706) 363-0981
The nearest hospital services are located in
Athens. Piedmont Athens Regional is located
at 1199 Prince Avenue, Landmark Hospital is
I located at 775 Sunset Drive, and St. Mary’s
Hospital is located at 1230 Baxter Street.

i = 3

Watson Mill Brldge State Park

(706) 783-5349 Park Emergency T
GaStateParks.org  (706) 363-0981

Horse Trail 1
[Gmnl

I E egena | ;! \__.,\‘
Picnic Shelter ,:
]
1 e
Restrooms / ’ /
Fi;o Bi ﬂ, E T
torBic questrian
Shower :: Traffic / Camipgronnd
4 -
@ Dump Station 5,‘4/ / (2 Miles)
S 2
Parking & .

/  Park
! Entram:ei

A_ Camping

Group Shelter

Playground

il

/", Footor Bicycle
; v Tr

affic
>

2 1/2 Mile Hiking &

A
1
]
1
1
H 1
| 5 %
i . ] Bicycle Trail
| o \ Jl = ST
]
Ig ‘; I
ER :
_— \
5 H
V= b :
1 =
[ g‘ \ . S
| = \ ] ~
1 8 | >
1B LIS
-
1
)
\
v
\
A Y
\‘\.
[l Staff Residence
Program Schedule

Madison &
Oglethorpe
Counties

Printed On Recycled Paper ré%

[m] 2

Pioneer 1

To Ga. Hwy 22 and
o!.exn":g n‘m -

FGEORGIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

0Old Abandoned
Steel Bridge

Big Clouds Creek All Rights Reserved © 2025

This map not to scale, -
5 < Operated by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources
This map for location reference only. 2610 Hwy 155 SW

Stockbridge, GA 30281
(770) 389-7286, GaStateParks org
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https://gastateparks.org/
https://gastateparks.org/

Located 10 minutes
from Watson Mill

s ' = R ; . Q"
- “"’-'_ = > AT g ¢ ! - [
- | by ! i | = i, Srdgehate Rarkl Yorer Hometoan fram m
a Veterinany Team
311 GA-72 in Comer
70678351

Open Moenday through Friday 8 to 5:30 and Saturdays 8 to noon.

Daytime emergency services available. Veterinary care for small
animals, exotics, and hobby farm pets.

706-743-6174
777 Athens road
Lexington, GA 30648

- www.ComerVetHospital.com
12} comer_vet [ £ /ComerVetHespital
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Help is right around the
corner at BlueSky!
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‘I 3" _ 1 6" 4 ERE
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2-Week Free RV Stays
GO WHERE YOU WANT

Commission and Additional

: 5 S
Passive Income Opportunities S trucks, cars,
Comer ‘9(‘ This Guest Guide was produced at no
X5 _forby tho acverisers: Tos brochues o and SUVs.

distributed as a courtesy and should not

For Info:
Erin@SEPUB.com
1-800-832-3292

\S:%!f RHM}L( J

{ /) be considered an endorsement by the
X .5}\ State of Georgia of the goods and/or
3 ¥, ices offered.
Lexington serv

/‘ / 840 Athens Rd., Crawford GA

706-706-2241
BlueSkyTireAndAuto.com
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